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PALO VERDE COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 
STUDY SESSION/SPECIAL MEETING 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 
4:30 p.m. 

One College Drive, Blythe, CA – CL 101 

(ITV held at Palo Verde College Needles Center – 725 W. Broadway, Needles, CA) 
 

 
Palo Verde Community College District, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), requests individuals who may need special accommodation to access, attend, and/or 
participate in Board meetings to contact Carrie Mullion at 760-921-5440 at least forty-eight hours in 
advance of the meeting for information on such accommodation. 
 
Persons wishing to address the Governing Board under Hearing of Citizens need to complete a 
Speaker Request Form (available at the reception table). 
 
In compliance with Government Code Section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a 
majority or all of the Board in advance of a meeting, may be viewed at Palo Verde Community 
College District, Office of the Superintendent/President, One College Drive, Blythe, CA 92225; at the 
College website www.paloverde.edu; or at the scheduled meeting.   

 

Meeting 15-07 
  

AGENDA 

 
 

I. OPENING OF MEETING 
1. Call to Order 
2. Flag Salute 
3. Roll Call 

 
George Thomas, President      ______ 

    Ned Hyduke, Vice President      ______
 Ermila Rodriguez, Clerk      ______ 

    Ted Arneson, Trustee       ______ 
    Ed Gonzales, Trustee       ______ 
    Jerry Lewis, Trustee       ______ 

     Suzanne Woods, Trustee      ______ 
     Alex Munoz, Student Trustee      ______ 
Ted Arneson 
     Donald Wallace, Superintendent/President    ______ 
     Sean Hancock, Vice President of Instruction and Student Services ______ 

Russi Egan, Chief Business Officer     ______ 
 

4. Approval of the Agenda for this meeting. 
 

II. HEARING OF CITIZENS (AGENDA ITEMS) 
Members of the public have this opportunity to directly address the Board on agenda items, 
subject to a five (5) minute time limitation per individual. Pursuant to the Brown Act 
Government Code Section 54954.2(a): “No action or discussion shall be undertaken on any 
item not appearing on the posted agenda, except that members of a legislative body or its 
staff may briefly respond to statements made or questions posed by persons exercising their 
public testimony rights under Section 54954.3.” 
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III. ANNOUNCEMENT OF RECUSAL FROM AGENDA ITEMS  
The Superintendent/President respectfully asks if any of the Governing Board members 
need to recuse themselves from any item where there might be a potential conflict of 
interest. 

 

IV. ACTION ITEM 
 

D.  MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Resolution 15-07 D-12 – SUPPORT OF COLLEGE & CAREER ACCESS PATHWAYS 

ACT (ASSEMBLY BILL 288) 

The following Resolution calls upon members of the California Senate and California 

Assembly to approve college & career access pathways (CCAP) which rely on 

concurrent enrollment partnerships between school districts and community college 

districts, to improve and expand college opportunities for all students. 
 

Whereas, the connection between a college degree and economic stability has been 
exhaustively documented, making college access and preparation a social and economic 
justice issue; and 
 

Whereas, across the United States there is a growing emphasis on school and 
community college collaboration to prepare students to be college and career ready; and 
 

Whereas, California should do more to help schools and community colleges 
improve their college readiness and college enrollment rates; and 
 

Whereas, concurrent enrollment has become a viable and effective method to 
prepare any student – even those who may have struggled academically and who may have 
had no initial interest in pursuing a postsecondary degree or credential – to complete high 
school and enter college; and 
 

Whereas, allowing a greater and more diverse segment of high school students to 
take community college courses could provide benefits to both students and the state, such 
as, reducing high school dropouts, increasing the number of community college students 
who transfer and complete a degree, shortening the time to completion of educational goals, 
and improving the level of preparation of students to successfully complete for-credit, college 
level courses; and 
 

Whereas, through concurrent enrollment partnerships school districts and community 
college districts could create clear pathways of aligned, sequenced coursework that would 
allow students to easily and successfully transition to for-credit, college level coursework 
leading to an associate degree, transfer to the University of California or the California State 
University, or a career technical education (CTE) credential or certificate; and 
 

Whereas, to facilitate the establishment of concurrent enrollment partnerships, the 
state should remove fiscal penalties and policy barriers that discourage concurrent 
enrollment opportunities; and 
 

Whereas, AB 288, the College & Career Access Pathways (CCAP) Act, reduces 
some of the state’s key barriers around concurrent enrollment and makes it  possible to 
expand college and career pathway opportunities for all students, thereby saving students 
and the state valuable time, money and scarce educational resources; and  
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IV. ACTION ITEM (CONTINUED) 
 

 
Now, therefore, be it resolved, that Palo Verde Community College District Board of 

Trustees supports California rethinking its policies governing concurrent enrollment and 
establishing a policy framework under which school districts and community college districts 
could create concurrent enrollment partnerships as a strategy to provide critical support for 
under-achieving students, those from groups underrepresented in higher education, those 
who are seeking advanced studies while in high school, and those seeking a career 
technical education (CTE) credential or certificate; and  
 

Be it further resolved, that Palo Verde Community College District Board of Trustees 
supports members of the California State Senate and the California State Assembly should 
improve and expand college access for all students and pass AB 288 by Assembly Member 
Chris R. Holden, the College & Career Access Pathways (CCAP) Act.  
 
It was moved by                               , and seconded by                               , that Resolution 
15-07 D-12 be:              (approved)      (tabled until               )       (denied)  

 
Student Advisory             Hyduke             Thomas             
Arneson              Lewis              Woods              
Gonzales              Rodriguez             
 
Motion carried/failed;  Aye             No             Abstain             Absent           

 

V. STUDY SESSION 
1. Fiscal and Negotiations (handouts to be provided at the meeting) 

Presenter: William Diedrich, AALRR 
 

VI. HEARING OF CITIZENS (NON-AGENDA ITEMS) 
Members of the public have this opportunity to directly address the Board on items of 
interest to the public, subject to a five (5) minute time limitation per individual. 

 

VII. CLOSED SESSION 
Members of the public may be present to hear the Closed Session announcements and/or 
action and will be given an opportunity to speak on any closed session items at this time. 
Persons wishing to address the Governing Board under this item should fill out a Speaker 
Request Form available at the reception table. 
 

1. Conference with Labor Negotiator; pursuant to Gov. Code section 54957.6 
Agency Designated Representative: Mark Thompson, AALRR 
Unrepresented Employee: Superintendent/President 
 

2. Conference with Real Property Negotiators; pursuant to Gov. Code section 54956.8 
Under Negotiation: Lease of office space, One College Drive, Blythe, CA 
Agency Negotiator: Russi Egan, Chief Business Officer 
Negotiating Parties: Employment Development Department 
 

3. Conference with Legal Counsel—Existing Litigation pursuant to Gov. Code 
54956.9(a); Gilmore v. Palo Verde Community College District. 

 

VIII. ADJOURN 
 


